pointed arch which leads into a liwan.
According to Al-Maqrizi, the size of the
great liwan is larger than the arcade of
Chosroes at Medain (Ctesephon) in Iraq,
and the span of the archway is more than
sixty feet. He mentions that the eunuch
Muqbal once told him that he heard the
Sultan say : " The expense of the cen-
tering for the arch of the great liwan
was one hundred thousand dirhems." Un-
like the usual liwan made of colonnades,
these four liwans which surround the
court are really lofty halls with arcades
of pointed horse-shoe arches forming
the Greek Cross. The walls of the court
are crowned by battlements of simple
lily form. The austere simplicity of the
interior is indeed very impressive. Its
main court which in no way intercepts
the light of day and the four liwans
around it, are majestic, solemn and har-
monious. Round the eastern liwan runs
a deep stucco frieze which is perhaps the
finest example of ornamental design, for
the infinite play and variety of lines,
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